
CHAPTER XXVIII 

England – Hinckley and Stoke Golding;  

Ireland – Upton  

Hinckley – St Albert’s Convent 

1933 In January, 1933, Mother Augustine Geisel was asked to take over the old Dominican 
Priory, St Peters, at Hinckley in Leicestershire. She agreed and sent a group of 5 Sisters 
overseas. Two of these were for Schlehdorf; those for Hinckley were: Sister M Aidan 
Kilbride (Superior), Sr M Ambrose Teubes and Sr Madeleine Stamm (Teachers). They 
arrived at Southampton in a blizzard on the 25th February. While still at sea on the 
German liner, Nyassa, they had heard that the entire county of Leicestershire was under 
water. A cold welcome to England! 

At Leicester Father Benedict White, O.P. met the travellers and took them to the 
Dominican Sisters at Dane Hills. Here they were cordially welcomed and met Sister 
Aidan’s own sister who was a Mother Councillor at Stone. They stayed at Dane Hills 
over Sunday and on the following day took the train to Hinckley. Father Benedict again 
met them at the station and took them to the old Priory where Father O Sweeney at the 
main entrance welcomed them to the empty and desolate-looking building. Together the 
three Sisters and two Priests explored the place from cellar to loft. There was no furniture 
whatever, so the five held a business meeting seated on the trunks which contained the 
Sisters’ luggage, in what was once the Fathers’ refectory. The entire house was dirty and 
quite unfit for human habitation; so the Sisters spent the week-end cleaning it, but 
returned each night to Leicester to sleep at Dane Hills. 

On the 4th March they came to stay at the Priory now Christened St Albert’s Convent. Mr 
Frank Brocklehurst, uncle to Father Mark, was very helpful. He lit fires in the rooms; but 
that in their living room refused to burn; years of disuse had blocked the chimney and 
clouds of smoke filled the room. Next day, Sunday, they all heard four masses at the 
parish Church, not realising that they should have divided their forces, so that one at least 
would stay at home and prepare meals. In the evening visitors stayed until 9 p.m. and 
poor Sister Madeleine, who was washing up in the kitchen, had visitors also in the form 
of a family of mice, who resented the intrusion into their domain. The place was 
rumoured haunted by a late housekeeper of the Fathers but no nocturnal visitors troubled 
the worn out Sisters. 

On 18th March, 1933 Sister Marka Engelberger, Sister Wilhelma Enzensberger and Sister 
Magda Weber arrived from Schlehdorf, and a little later Sister Consolatrix Hugger came 
from St John’s Hospital, London, where she had been doing a six-months’ training 
course. She and Sister Magda were already booked for training as masseuses at St 
Gerard’s Hospital Coleshill. All helped in the cleansing process and one day Sister 
Consolatrix fell from the ladder on which she was colour-washing the passage, head first 
into the bucket of wash. A companion helped to restore her breath by plunging her head 
into a bath of water to get rid of the colour-wash. 

On the 25th March Bishop McNulty laid the foundation stone of the new school, St 
Peter’s, and while it was a-building the Sisters opened school on 26th April, 1933 with 18 
pupils. By September the roll was 40. Meanwhile central heating had been installed in the 
Convent and on the feast of St Albert the Blessed Sacrament was brought to St Albert’s 
Convent and Father Mark Brocklehurst said the first Mass. Father C Sweeney acted as 
monthly spiritual lecturer. By 1935 there were 108 pupils at St Peter’s School and the 
first 4 boarders had arrived. In this year too, Earl Shilton was begun as a filial of St 
Albert’s Convent but this proved unsuccessful. In 1937 death claimed the much loved 
Mother Aidan Kilbride. She was succeeded as Prioress by Sister Ambrose Teubes. By 



this time pupils had increased to such an extent that in 1938 a new wing was added to the 
old Priory and new accommodation was added to the school. 

1939 In September, 1939 World War II began. The Sisters knitted 6759 pairs of socks; a Red 
Cross Link was inaugurated at the school; the children adopted a village in France and 
sent regular parcels of shoes and clothing; many large boxes were also sent to Holland. 
However, all this war work did not save the Sisters. The Community consisted of 17, 10 
of whom were German aliens. To the great sorrow of Mother Ambrose the 10 were 
interned together with 15 nuns from other Convents a Bradda Glen, Port Erin. 

There, from 7th May, 1940 to the 23rd July the Sisters were comfortably housed amid 
pleasant surroundings and were treated with respect and kindness. Still they felt the 
separation from their Community for nearly 3 months. Five bedrooms were allotted to the 
10 Sisters; each contained a wardrobe, 2 beds, 2 chairs, dressing table and basin with hot 
and cold water. Three good meals a day were served. The internees took turns to do the 
work in groups. When they were allowed to leave Bradda Glen each Sister even received 
5/- pocket money from the officials and several internees were allowed to accompany 
them to the station. From Liverpool to Leicester they travelled by train and then three 
police cars took them on to the Convent at Hinckley where they arrived on 25th July, 
1940. 

From this date on the re-united Community shared the sorrows of the war. On St Albert’s 
day 1940, Coventry was blitzed because it was Churchill’s parliamentary seat. That night 
and many others were spent in the cellar. There the Sisters wrapped their little pupils in 
blankets and welcomed others who had no underground in which to seek shelter. Two 
French refugee Sisters of Mere Reparatrice were given shelter. Their Convent had 
received a direct hit while they were in their cellar praying with outstretched arms before 
the Blessed Sacrament. One woman was sheltered as a blind person; but she proved to be 
an imposter and her blindness was mere trickery. She stayed as a protected guest for a 
fortnight and left in high dudgeon when a detective came to interview her. Her sight was 
restored immediately. 

On the night of the blitz of Nuneaton the Community was as usual in the cellar. One of 
the pupils had gone home for greater safety. Alas! their house received a direct hit and the 
entire family was wiped out. A terrible tragedy also occurred to the Sisters. Bombs fell 
near St Albert’s Convent and in the horror of protecting others Mother Ambrose’s mind 
gave way. She was very ill and for some time had completely lost her memory. The 
Sisters kept nightly vigils not only over the boarders and refugees in the cellar but also 
over their stricken Mother. When they could they rested on sacks filled with straw. The 
little ones, in siren suits, were huddled together on a raised platform and wrapped in 
blankets so that the dampness of the cellar could not affect them. 

In October, 1942, the first post-war Postulant arrived, and in January, 1944 three 
Postulants received the Dominican habit. This year the number of pupils had grown so 
large that the Sisters bought additional accommodation in Leicester Road. They called the 
new property De Montfort House and there some of the senior classes were taught from 
1944 till 1948, when they were transferred to Blessed Martin’s at Stoke Golding together 
with the rest of the upper classes. They also had to accommodate 35 children from 
Lingfield with their three Sister teachers because their school was infested with 
doodlebugs. The result was that pupils were taught in the garage and in every available 
place. However, in 1945, they were quite crowded out with refugee children from the 
South of England so they bought Mrs Hall’s property which adjoins the Convent. In 
1948, Mother Ambrose died. She had recovered her memory but was never quite over the 
shock of that terrible night. Anxious to help she went out to do some shopping but fell, 
probably with a stroke. She was brought home and lingered on for a little while, dying on 
the 6th March, 1948. 



Stoke Golding – St Martin’s Convent 

1948 In 1948 Mother Demetria Hemmer who had succeeded Mother Augustine Geisel as 
Prioress General and Mother Alacoque Brien were on an official visit to St Albert’s 
Convent when Captain Robertson’s estate at Stoke Golding was put on the market. The 
visiting officials inspected the premises. They considered its beautiful gardens and 
salubrious climate would be an ideal spot for the Sisters during school vacations. So the 
Congregation purchased the property with the intention of opening there a school which 
would relieve the overflow the pupils from Hinckley and give a period of rest away from 
the bustle of city life to teachers during the holidays. 

On 22nd September, 1948 school was opened there with 165 pupils. The top form and the 
Commercial Department remained at St Albert’s for a year; then these two divisions were 
also transferred to Stoke Golding. 

In 1949 Bishop Ellis of Nottingham asked Mother Madeleine to take over the Catholic 
Secondary Modern School.1 Unfortunately in 1950 an electric short circuit destroyed one 
of the departments of the school. However, the insurance covered the loss. In summer of 
1953 the Sisters took part in the religious Vocation Exhibition during which time Mother 
Demetria Hemmer and Sister Cecilia Müller, visitors to Hinckley, and Mother Madeleine 
Stamm who had succeeded Mother Ambrose as Prioress of Hinckley were at Olympic 
Hall, London for the duration of the exhibition. 

Blessed Martin’s Convent is an extension of St Albert’s Convent and is regarded as its 
senior school; but it is, of course, entirely independent. 

This property of some 83 acres belonged to Captain Robertson and was bought by Mother 
Demetria Hemmer, Prioress General in 1947. It was opened in 1948; received the senior 
classes of St Albert’s Convent and thus had a roll of 165 on opening day. The grounds are 
beautifully laid out and are kept in order by Captain Robertson’s gardener who resides at 
Gate Lodge. Flowers, vegetables and fruit abound in season and near the buildings are 
beautiful ornamental trees. The more distant section of the grounds is rented as pasture 
land. 

At the West end of the main building the former out-houses have been transformed into 
class rooms and assembly halls. Many additional class rooms had to be built to 
accommodate the various departments of senior study. The entire building and the grotto 
in the drive was blessed by Bishop Ellis of Nottingham. On the 16th May, 1953, Mother 
Demetria, who had now finished her period ad Prioress General, returned to Stoke 
Golding as Superior. 

From 1948 to September, 1952 Stoke Golding did not have the privilege of Daily Mass. 
The Sisters had to go to Hinckley for Mass and in wet weather this was very 
inconvenient. However, in 1952, Father Desmond Murray O.P. arrived as resident priest 
and took up his residence in the self-contained flat at the Gate Lodge. 

 The Sisters have many benefactors. Mr W Orrill donated a beautiful Monstrance and 
Benediction outfit as a memorial of his deceased daughter Anne. Half-a-dozen 
candlesticks were presented by Mrs Higham, the mother of two pupils, David and Bob. 

                                                      
1 Saint Albert’s had previously taken over a small Primary school at East Shilton about four miles from the Convent 
where Sisters Theresia and Kevin Forbes taught for some time, 1935-1936; later it was given up. Sister Kevin taught 
at St Peter’s Primary School 1937 – 1947. 

This new request of the Bishop was indeed a tempting one for the large school was next to a beautiful Church and 
had a glorious view of the sea. Sorrowfully Mother Madeleine had  to refuse the request owing to the shortage of 
staff. Already the Sisters had as much as they could manage and the new school would have meant an entire 
residential staff. 



David has joined the Benedictines at Pinknash. A priceless handwoven Cope and velum 
were given by Mrs R Walker in memory of her brother and his family who were bombed 
at Nuneaton. Sister Wilhelma’s sister and Sister Suso’s friends in Germany have also 
been generous donors and, of course, the Mother House at King William’s Town sent 
beautiful vestments when Mother Demetria arrived in 1953. 

1956 When the Sisters first had Mass they had to turn their refectory into a Chapel-of-Ease. 
This entailed undue labour and great inconvenience. However, in 1956 the beautiful 
Lodge drawing room was turned from a typical Victorian lounge into a permanent Chapel 
for the 13 Sisters who form the Community. 

By 1957 the Convents of both Hinckley and Stoke Golding had progressive up-to-date 
schools. At the latter place higher education in commercial, academic, musical and 
scientific courses prepared students to enter universities. Hinckley, with the lower forms 
of education, remained what it was originally intended to be, a recruiting house for 
Postulants and a Noviciate to lay the foundation of their early training. 

The Dominican love of the Liturgy in daily life was strongly evidenced in Convent 
Churches of the Congregation where children were taught not only to follow the Mass but 
also to make it inter into their daily life. They, with the Sisters, sang Mass on Sundays 
and often on Sundays Priests, parishioners, children and Sisters all combined in singing 
the praises of God. 

Upton, Ireland – Rosary Cottage 

1946 On the 22nd October, 1946, Mother Ambrose, Prioress of St Albert’s Convent, Hinckley, 
took a small Community of Sisters to Upton, Co. Cork, Ireland. The pioneers were Sister 
de Mercede Joyce, Sister Bernette (Catherine) Nolan and Sister Christella Ewals.  

As they landed from the Innisfallen they found the Rosminian Fathers with their cars 
waiting to take them to their new home. What a welcome they received after their 15 mile 
drive from Cork to Upton! The Father Provincial, Father Tom Hickey, was waiting to 
offer up for their intentions, a Mass of Welcome to the Dominican Sisters. After 
breakfasting in the Priest’s Oak-room two Fathers took them to their new home. Home 
indeed was the correct for Rose Cottage, fully furnished, a glowing fire in the sitting 
room and flowers prepared by one of the small boys. The gem of the house was the 
oratory with altar and tabernacle ready to receive the Blessed Sacrament on its arrival 
next day and to remain with the Sisters until their day of departure on 1st April, 1955. 

Mother Ambrose stayed until 1st November. Before she left she assigned the work to be 
done by each Sister. Sister Christella was given the work of showing the boys how to 
keep their dormitories clean; Sister Bernette would work for a time in the children’s 
kitchen and then transfer to that of the Community where she would cook for the Fathers, 
Brothers, Sisters and secular workers. Sr de Mercede was put in charge of the small 
Community and as trained nurse was made Infirmarian. 

Exact reports of each boy’s health were kept from the time of their coming until the left 
when they had turned sixteen. There were regular visits from dentists, medical doctors 
and during times of epidemic it was not unusual to have over 100 boys in bed. 

Father O’Leary and Downey were in charge of the well over 200 boys on the roll. They 
were responsible for the conduct of the boys. The school was run by secular teachers. 
Every afternoon the boys had training in the various industries: carpentry, shoemaking, 
gardening, cooking, tailoring, farming, while the smaller boys went to the knitting shop 
where later Sister Alfredina taught them how to darn, knit and even make jerseys. 

At the end of 1947 Sister Christella’s health gave way and Sister Kevin Forbes took her 
place. She worked zealously and renovated the Church vestments while she was sacristan. 



The Fathers greatly appreciated the work of the Sisters and it was only shortage of staff 
that caused Mother Aquilina Spiegel to inform them that she would be regretfully obliged 
to withdraw the Sisters in 1956. 

Sadly on 1st April, 1955 the four Sisters who then formed the Community: Sister Odilo Grünäugl, Sister 
St Alfredina Berchmann and Sister de Mercede Joyce took their departure 


