
CHAPTER XXVII 

In the Aliwal North Diocese the Congregation had had three Missions: 

Indwe, Umhlanga and Umlamli 

Indwe, Queenstown – St Benno's Mission 

1929 Indwe belonging to the Sacred Heart Fathers was staffed by our Sisters but the property 
did not belong to the Congregation. On the 27th July, 1929, Mother Augustine Geisel, the 
Prioress General, accompanied Sister Honorata Albrecht and Sister Rufina Maier, to see 
them installed in their new Convent home. The cottage in which they were to live and 
work had been donated to the Mission by a pious Catholic, and had formerly been a 
general dealer’s home and shop. It was situated near the railway station. 

The Priest-in-charge, Father Joseph Hillekamp belonged to the Sacred Heart Fathers and 
lived in a small dwelling attached to the back of the Church. At the further end of the 
block in which the Church stood was a double-storeyed house that was used as a 
Theological College, the students of which acted as sacristans, bell-ringers and organists 
for the Parish Church. A Catholic lady, a Mrs Venter, baked bread for the Priest and 
students and did whatever she could to be helpful.1 

Pm the arrival of the Sisters on 27th July, 1929, they found the cottage near the railway 
station arranged for them. There was a bedroom for 4, a small reception room, a spare 
room and a dining room. The largest room which had been the shop formed a classroom 
and there were also potential classrooms in the outhouses, where was found a fowl run 
and a fuel house. A one-armed Native teacher was lodged in another part of the backyard 
and there also were a couple of empty rooms. The spare room in the Sisters’ cottage was 
occupied by 2 fine Native girls who introduced themselves as Cecilia Theresa Mjanxa 
and Elizabeth May. Cecilia was a Catholic and wanted to be a nun; the male teacher and 
Elizabeth were not yet Catholics. The two girls were interesting characters and gave the 
Sisters an improvised concert of welcome. The Native teacher also acted as interpreter at 
Father Hillekamp’s catechism lessons and sermons. 

On the afternoon of their arrival the Sisters were agreeably surprised by being invited to 
half-an-hour’s Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament followed by Benediction. It appears 
this is a daily custom of the Sacred Heart Fathers throughout the year. After Benediction 
they met the Catholic residents, some 25 in number; these proved friendly and kind, and 
at once made the Sisters feel at home. 

On the following Monday, with the one-armed teacher, and Elizabeth and Cecilia as 
ushers, they were introduced to their future pupils. There were two sets of these; 38 were 
present as day pupils, and 31 attended the evening school. The male secular teacher 
taught the evening classes and soon it became necessary to engage a young Native girl to 
assist with the day pupils. The classes included sub-standards up to and including 
Standard VI. 

After a little while the Sisters felt that something should be done for educating the 
Coloureds also so a separate school in one of the out-rooms was arranged. Sister 
Honorata supervised both schools but then taught mainly in the coloured division. When 
the town location was laid out the schools were moved to that locality and later the Sisters 
changed their residence to the back of the Church. In 1930 both Sister Honorata and 
Sister Rufina were asked to go and open a new Convent at Umhlanga which also 
belonged to the Sacred Heart Fathers. The work at Indwe was then carried on by Sister 
Philippa Oberländer, Sister Amadea Neumaier, Sister Oliver Murphy and others. 

                                                      
1 In 1939 the Seminary was moved to Aliwal North. 



In 1932 Indwe suffered from an epidemic of Typhus, which spread rapidly among the 
Natives. Sisters Philippa and Oliver, after teaching in the morning, spent the rest of the 
day visiting the sick. They rubbed their feet and hands morning and evening with 
disinfectant and went about among the sick, Baptising those who were dying and doing 
all they could whenever there was a chance of recovery. They worked in conjunction with 
the priest and the medical doctor and were helpful to both. 

On the 2nd may, 1932 Indwe took over a new Outstation, Elunduni, Waskhank, in the 
Drakensberg Mountains. This was near a large cheese factory. The Indwe male teacher 
was then transferred to this outstation with its 33 pupils. The 4th of September was a 
great day for Elunduni because on that day 10 children, and 16 adults were Baptised. 
Once every week the Priest visited the station accompanie by Sister Philippa and a 
companion Sister. They visited the sick while the Priest attended to his ministrations. The 
Sisters were untiring and answered every call for mission work with joy. At the end of 
1934 Sister Philippa’s period of Superior-ship at Indwe ended and she was appointed to 
the Guba Mission. 

Early on the morning of January 2nd, 1935, Father Rosenbaum S.C.J. left by car for 
Guba. He took with him some Native boys to prepare a place for the Mission. After 
directing the boys as to what work was expected of them, the Father and two Sisters, from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. under a blazing midsummer sun walked from hut to hut, from kraal to 
kraal to the numerous sick, cleaning and bandaging sores, giving medicines and cheering 
patients with comforting words and smiles. Tired but happy they returned to their car and 
ate a few sandwiches before returning to Indwe. 

Hardly had they started when the rain came down. They knew how bad the roads were 
even in dry weather so they decided to push on towards Indwe as fast as possible. 
However, the car stuck in deep mud and all the occupants jumped out to help. Sister 
Philippa slipped and fell. Father helped her to rise. She said she was not hurt but was not 
able to see anything. Back in the car she was supported by Sister Concordia while the 
Priest drove slowly on. Soon she spoke: “Father, I want to die here.” Truly death hovered 
near. The Priest asked her if there was anything she wanted to say. Upon receiving a 
negative reply the Priest gave her absolution and said a few prayers. Sister Philippa said 
she was happy and then quietly breathed her soul to God as she lay in her companion 
Sister’s arms. 

Upon arrival at Indwe the doctor was immediately summoned. On examination no bruise 
or mark could be found on the body. The diagnosis was: Death due to heart attack. She 
was buried at Indwe on the next afternoon at 5.30. the mayor with his Councillors 
together with a very large number of Europeans and Natives gathered round her grave to 
show their last respects to one who, in their little world, had been so universally known 
and loved. Father Cahi delivered the panegyric at the graveside and Indwe showed it was 
proud to have Sister Philippa as the first Religious buried in the local cemetery. 

The town clerk of Indwe wrote to Father Rosenbaum, “I am directed by his Worship the 
Mayor and Councillors of the above Municipality to convey their regret and heartfelt 
sympathy in regard to the irreparable loss sustained by your and your community owing 
to the sudden death of Sister Philippa. 

My Council will place on record the good work done by Sister Philippa among the 
Europeans but more especially among the Natives of our Town. She was a dear friend to 
everybody in times of trouble and sickness. Through her willing support and untiring 
efforts many a heart was made happy.” 

The quarters adjoining the Church were found to be very cramped especially as the 
Sisters wished to open on their premises, a small school for your European children. This 
would help them in their financial difficulties. The theological students joined the 



seminary at Aliwal and the Sisters were then given the double-storeyed house that they 
had occupied, while the priest took the small flat adjoining the Church. In their new 
quarters the Sisters had plenty of room for themselves and their small pupils. They also 
did plain sewing to eke out their income. One Sister acted as cook; the Priest had his 
meals at the Convent.2 

1953 However, at the end of 1953 the Holy Cross Sisters from Aliwal took over the Indwe 
Mission and the Dominican Sisters returned to take up duty on other Mission fields. The 
Holy Cross Sisters were able to supply a competent teaching staff and by 1957 they had a 
flourishing Mission school in the Location. 

Umhlanga, Queenstown – St Augustine’s Mission 

1930 On the 15th July, 1930 Sisters Honorata and Rufina left Indwe to carry on mission work at 
Umhlanga some 20 miles away from their former home. There they were asked to run a 
day school for Africans only. 

Upon arrival they found there was a newly-built conventual section of an already planned 
large building which would include Church, school and convent all in one to replace the 
scattered huts then in use. Some six rooms of the Convent were already built; but the two 
Sisters with true missionary zeal told Father Otto Wannersdorfer that they would be quite 
content with only kitchen and pantry. They would sleep in the latter and have their meals 
in the kitchen. Sister Rufina was installed as cook for Priests, Brothers and Sisters and as 
such she did excellent work. One room was then fitted up as a Chapel which would serve 
both for Sisters and Parish; others were arranged as class rooms. This left huts empty for 
builders’ tools and other purposes. 

Father O Wannersdorfer, who was in delicate health, occupied a room at the far end of 
the building away from the kitchen and pantry. However, his health continued to decline 
and after some months he left Umhlanga for the Umlamli hospital, and was replaced by 
Father Demont. 

The new Convent was called St Augustine’s Native Mission. Like that of Indwe it was 
opened at the request of Msgr (later Bishop) Demont and belonged to the Gariep 
Prefecture. Immediately on arrival Sister Honorata went to school where she found about 
50 boys and girls with her assistant secular teacher, Rosa Schude. She taught during the 
morning and visited the sick in their huts in the afternoon. The Natives were scattered 
over a wide area and this entailed walking from hut to hut, and from kraal to kraal in all 
weathers. 

Brother Augustine and his gang of Native and Coloured workers were already busy on 
the school section of the building which was separate from the Convent but facing in the 
same direction. Later the Church would adjoin and separate the two buildings.. the school 
section was blessed and officially opened on St Joseph’s day 1931, though the rooms had 
been used as class rooms as soon as was possible. 

When once the school section was completed Brother Augustine immediately began 
building the Church. At the back of both Convent and school was garden space and as the 
Church exceeded the other buildings in length gardens were on either side of the new 
Church. Building went on apace and the Church was opened on the 8th December, 1931. 
By this time with an increased community the Sisters occupied the entire conventual 
section. 

On the outbreak of World War II in 1939 many of the Aliwal North Priests and brother 
became political prisoners. This caused difficulty throughout the Prefecture and overwork 

                                                      
2 In 1950 Fr Rittmeyer built a spacious dwelling house for the Sisters with the money he had collected and earned by 
the work at the Internment Camp where he had been confined in 1940 and where he had lost his health. 



for those who were not interned. Indwe and Umhlanga had only one Priest between them. 
Father Leighton, a South African, would stay at one of these places from Saturday to the 
following Saturday and then move over to the other, giving it the next week of his 
services. This he did for two whole years during which the Sisters at these Missions 
missed alternate weeks of Mass even on Sundays and Holy Days. 

Meanwhile the Community had grown. Sister Sienita Kohl came as a 3rd member and 
later Sister Frances Moosman arrived as Superior, assistant teacher and missioner. A 
laundry and a fuel house were added at the end of the Convent garden. Large lands in 
front of the building but away from the road leading to it were laid out so that Sister 
Honorata during her 16½ years residence and Sister Sienita who was there for 18 years, 
saw the Mission grow from a small cottage Convent into a large self-supporting farm 
which can minister to a wide Native area. 

1956 At the end of 1956 the King Dominicans were withdrawn from the Umhlanga Mission. 
Sister Dilecta Kley and Sister Irmina Grimm, with one African Sister, Sister M Francis 
Nxumalo returned to the Mother House, King William’s Town and there to await their 
new assignments. The Umhlanga Mission was then taken over by Coloured Sisters of the 
Aliwal North Diocese. 

Sterkspruit, Aliwal North Diocese – Umlamli Hospital 

Msgr (later Bishop) Francis W Demont S.C.J. of the Gariep Prefecture, requested Mother 
Augustine Geisel, Prioress General of the Congregation to staff a hospital that he 
intended building in the Hershel District. Mother Augustine put the matter before the 
College of the Propagation of the Faith in Rome, and the Secretary replied giving 
permission to comply with the request.3 

Thought the ‘King’ Dominicans had been working in South Africa for 54 years, from 
1877 to 1931 and already had many branch houses this would be the first venture with a 
large hospital. Being in the Native area, the hospital would have to supply maternity, 
surgical and medical departments. However, as the building had hardly been begun it was 
thought that only a very small staff could take over at once. Accordingly the pioneers 
chosen were Sister Hugolina Geiselhart, a nurse, and Sister Agnes Kley, a cook. 

1929 In 1929 Father P Platten with Brothers Bonaventure and Kilian as masons and Brother 
Lazarus as carpenter had made bricks and laid the foundation of a single-storeyed 
quadrangle of wards with only one main entrance into the quadrangle. The site chosen 
was on a rocky projection of the Nojiki range, close to the Basutoland4 border, about 70 
miles from Aliwal North. The land had been untilled; but the Natives had utilized it for 
grazing their cattle, and resented that it should now be lost to them. They numbered some 
50 000 and about two morgen of their land had been given by the Government to the 
Prefecture to build a hospital, primarily for Natives, but also for the few Europeans of the 
vicinity. 

In view of the experimental nature of the hospital and also because of the hostility of the 
Natives the building was made of cheap material and the closed quadrangle was regarded 
as a potential protection against the Natives. There was, of course, no telephonic 
communication with the rest of the world and the nearest post office was at Sterkspruit. 

The place has picturesqueness peculiar to itself. Devoid of trees, except where individual 
Europeans have planted them on their own farms, the land appears rugged and 
forbidding; but the mountains in the distance seem to voice volumes of History when 
leaders of nomadic tribes meted out what they considered justice to their subjects. As the 
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car rolls away from Aliwal North one feels an atmosphere of peace enveloping the soul 
breathing “Umlamli, my peacemaker, here let me stay.” The word is difficult to translate. 
Perhaps it could be well expressed by ‘kind Referee’ or ‘Peace Maker’. It always conveys 
the idea of kindness with judgement.  

The two pioneers arrived at Umlamli on 16th July, 1931 and they remained alone for 
about 13 months. Square wattle and daub huts, devoid of furniture were placed at their 
disposal. One was earmarked as a dispensary another as a hospital for patients and the 
third for the Sisters’ quarters. Sister Agnes would cook outside or, if the weather did not 
permit this, well, she would then cook wherever she found shelter. When the patients did 
arrive they slept on mats on the floor; there were no chairs or tables or cabinets of any 
kind.  Sister Hugolina spent the day visiting the sick while Sister Agnes held the fort and 
ministered to the material wants of those who were building the hospital. 

About 150 yards up the slope of the mountain a tin shanty formed both Chapel and 
school. The Sisters would go to a screened portion and say their prayers to the noise of 
dancing and singing Native school children taught by a secular teacher. When, once the 
Sisters in 1950 had a house of their own they chose its largest room as a Church. Though 
an improvement on the tin shanty this soon proved far too small for the Native 
parishioners. 

In August, 1932 Sister Fidelia Grohe came to take over the school. She was accompanied 
by Sister Editha Seiterle who would act as matron and tend the sick in the incipient 
hospital. Later in the same year Sister Alma Prokop joined the community as Superior. 
The Natives slaughtered pigs cheaply bartered from the surrounding Natives and the 
Sisters made sausages enough to send to Aliwal North. There the Holy Cross Sisters, 
belonging to St Joseph’s section of the Convent, proved hospitable hostesses whenever 
anyone from Umlamli visited the town on business. This kindness still obtains to the 
present day. 

One of the worst evils the pioneers had to contend with was beer drinking. Kaffir beer is 
made of fermented mealies, and the beer-drinking which usually lasted three or four days, 
was followed by dancing and more drinking, till the quarrelsome drinkers came to blows. 
Serious head wounds, for every Native carried a knob-kerrie, often lead to death; and 
excesses of all kinds broke up homes. Many such wounds were cleaned and dressed by 
the Sisters. Father Ratten or the Sisters would be summoned to a dying man. Yet never 
would the Natives reveal the secret cause of the patient’s illness. It was always: “he fell 
on a sharp rock, Father.” Or “He needs muti, Sister!” and Sister would give the anti-
alcoholic muti or medicine; but philosophically would not reveal all that she understood. 

1933 On the 17th January 1933, all roads let to Umlamli, for the Apostolic Delegate, 
Archbishop Gijlswijk was to open officially the new hospital. As many as eleven Priests 
headed by Msgr. F Demont were there; and among the numerous distinguished visitors 
were Mr Apthorp, Civil Commissioner; Mr Diakson, Magistrate of Aliwal; Mr Sweeney 
of Herschel, Mr Botha M.P.C., Dr Willard, Dr M Ditton, resident medical doctor at the 
hospital, Drs Sandeman and Heukamp of Aliwal, and Mrs Key, widow of the late 
Magistrate of Herschel. In addition to several local gentlemen there were many who had 
travelled from Cape Town, Bloemfontein, Kimberley, Jaggersfontein and many other 
places to be present at this long-expected ceremony. 

Light refreshments were available from 11 a.m. to the hour of departure, 5 p.m. and the 
Sisters were congratulated on the excellence of their catering. Dinner was served for 
those who lived at a distance. 

At 3 p.m. His Excellency performed the religious ceremony of blessing the hospital. In 
his address Msgr Demont expressed gratitude for the completion of the building which 
had taken three years of labour at a time when depression was it its greatest. In a few 



chosen words the Archbishop then assured the people present, both white and black, that 
the hospital was there to help them all and that it was there they would receive expert 
medical attention, expert nursing and true affection. 

Mr Apthorp said a hospital such as this would be fit to grace many of the large towns of 
the Union. He urged the Bantu to make use of the help brought to their doors and he 
assured them that, if they did that, they would live to thank the Catholic Church for their 
great work of charity. He pointed out that the hospital was both and end and a beginning 
– the end of all their worries regarding their sick and the beginning of a new era of 
progress for the Bantu people. He impressed upon his hearers that, no matter what their 
denomination was, no difference would be made in their treatment at the hospital. 

He referred to the work done for the hospital by the late Mr Key and in the name of the 
widow of that gentleman he thanked the previous speakers for the praise uttered by them 
regarding the great part Mr Key had taken in persuading the Government to grant the site 
on which the hospital had been erected. He also thanked the Hospital Board and staff for 
the great honour bestowed on him and on the late Mr Key in naming the female and the 
male wards after himself and Mr Key. Finally, he added, he had much pleasure in 
declaring the Umlamli Hospital open. 

Mr Botha M.P.C. briefly pointed out that the Catholic Church had accomplished what he 
had been trying to get the Government to do for the last 9 years. Then amid vociferous 
applause he ended with: “Now I shall see what I can do for a Kromspruit Causeway.” 

The little Bantu girls dressed in white and carrying cushions on which rested keys, 
presented these to Mrs Key and Mr Apthorp, who then opened the wards of their names. 
The public were amazed at the excellent equipment they found as they meandered 
through the various sections of the hospital. The operating theatre was highly praised and 
the waterborne sewerage; also the hot and cold water in the bathrooms and sinks. 

The kitchen with its huge range in the centre of the room earned the admiration of the 
lady visitors, while the men tramped the red and white tiles of the verandahs and entrance 
hall, spoke of the steel ceilings and window frames and the electric light fittings waiting 
for the completion of its power station. The laundry was still primitive but they felt it 
would improve as time went on. Nor were they disappointed for, thanks to Mr Hans 
Geigenberger, in 1956, a fine laundry with modern equipment was completed. 

On opening day there were 18 patients and the public saw nurses attending to these. Mr 
Lowry, one of the visitors, began to wonder whether the Native visitors were being 
provided for, so he and a few others took a walk in their direction. They found a number 
of Priests, Brothers and Sisters distributing food and tobacco to vast concourse of blacks, 
whose broad smiles showing wonderfully white teeth, evidenced their satisfaction with 
the catering. As Mr Lowry returned to visit the Bantu maternity block, his prayer was: 
“May the rays of light that radiate from this jewel set in the mountains penetrate to the 
darkest of the Bantu homes.” 

1935 In May, 1935, Sister Edward Liebhart came to Umlamli and when Sister Alma left on 
transfer she became Superior. Her droll manner tided over many a mistake which in her 
simplicity she made. Previously the Sisters had depended on the Aliwal Procuracy to 
supply their food and linen for the hospital. She struck out to purchase necessities 
independently. 

On one occasion she told the Board, of which she was an ex-officio member, that she had 
purchased two cows @ £15 each and she hoped the Board would foot the bill. Eyebrows 
were raised and members looked round the table to see the effect of this startling 
information. The chairman, Magistrate Wilkins, asked for an explanation. Sister replied, 
“We needed more milk for the patients.” Mr Wilkins very kindly saved the situation by 



saying, “Well, Sister, we shall agree to pay this time, but will you please remember that if 
any similar need should arise, you must tell the Board before, not after, the purchase has 
been made.” She took the cue and did not hesitate to ask for many things the hospital 
needed. 

Today the Hospital is supported by Union Health and by the Provincial Councils. Both 
give maintenance grants; Union Health to every infectious case and the Province to non-
infectious cases. 

1946 In 1946 a new boiler house with an improved hot water system was built. The water 
supply is obtained from the summit of a mountain where a plot containing a spring has 
been fenced. The spring falls into a stone basin whence underground pipes conduct the 
water to large tanks from which other pipes lead it to the hospital. A mountain stream fills 
two large dams on the premises and from these the various gardens are watered, a 
homemade irrigation scheme completed in 1953. 

The garden, retrieved mainly from waste land, contains about 300 fruit trees mainly 
peach, apricot and plum, a veritable fairyland in Spring-time. The first fruit trees were 
planted by Father Wannersdorfer who had come from Umhlanga in search of health. Laid 
out, cultivated and irrigated by Brothers Kilian, Andreas and Ildefons it is now worked by 
Natives under the direction of Sister Benedict Wurm, who also acts as sacristan, Laundry 
mistress and shopkeeper. 

Sister Edward left in 1948 and was succeeded by Sister Immolata Mötz. Meanwhile the 
office of matron after Sister Editha was filled by Sister Ann Cogan, Sister Mancini 
Sauterleute, Sister Corona Schott and Sister Leonor Fischer. In 1952 Sister Joachim 
Meerkotter took over the arduous task of bookkeeper and Mr Whitaker of East London 
acted as auditor. 

The doctors, as would be expected in so lonely a place, often changed hands; but there 
was usually sufficient work for two doctors. Sister Amanda Frölich trained at the 
Witwatersrand University by the Congregation, worked there for several years. Dr M 
Ditton was the first resident doctor and did excellent work with patients and the training 
of nurses. For years she managed she managed the hospital single-handed, looking after 
the in-patients and doing clinic work five days a week. Besides Umlamli she visited 
Herschel, Fort Hoek, Teresa Mission, Sterkspruit and Bensonvale and once a month 
Dainger’s Hoek and Musong. The Natives loved her and called her Miethutha, one who is 
kind and carries people. In 1940 she was made District Surgeon and this greatly increased 
her field of labour. Unfortunately this new position, in 1949, required her residence at 
Sterkspruit. However, she still, in 1956, lectured at the hospital and was called in for 
special cases. 

Dr Pattis, another self-sacrificing medical worker, was resident doctor in the early days. 
He left for Indwe and Umhlanga and contracted Typhus of which he died. Sister Augusta 
Daisenberger came to Umlamli as seamstress. When she realised the shortage of nurses 
she offered her service as a nurse. At the completion of her course she became Superior 
of the Community and at the same time assumed the responsibility of the new Isolation 
Department. Now, in 1957 Mr Geigenberger is to build a larger block for infectious 
disease cases, which in itself will contain nearly 200 beds. In 1956 he had solved the 
question of light and heat for the hospital by the housing and installation of a new 
electrical plant which can supply a 24-hour daily supply to every department of the 
Hospital. In the same year he built the presbytery between the Church and the garden. On 
completion of the new Sisters’ Convent it will be in line with the Chapel and will face, on 
the opposite side of the road, the home for trainees and that for trained nurses. 

In 1936 the hospital became a recognised training school, starting with 6 or 8 nurses. The 
numbers vary with the seasons and years. By the 1957 there were more trained nurses and 



fewer trainees. By this time too the familiar white ambulance went out daily carrying a 
doctor and a trained Native nurse. They collected the sick and brought them to the 
hospital. Those who did not need hospitalisation were treated at the various dispensing 
clinics that were recognised centres for medical treatment. 

1950 In 1950 a large isolation block was added to the original quadrangle. In 1953 there was a 
further enlargement bringing the total number of beds to 180. At about the same time new 
quarters were built for the resident doctor and a cottage with one room as a Church was 
built for the Sisters.5 Mr Geigenberger erected the spacious prefabricated Church and so 
the former Chapel became the Sisters’ dormitory. The new Church, blessed and opened 
by Bishop Johannes Baptist Lück, S.C.I. in 1953 was a wonderful asset. There the Sisters 
can say their official prayers without being disturbed. There they hear their daily Mass; 
there, on Sundays and Holydays, the Native choir with beautifully harmonised voices is 
heard; there too is heard Native speaking voices led by a catechumen. 

On Sundays the first Mass with an English sermon is mainly for Europeans. A vast 
concourse of natives attends the second mass and hears a sermon in Sesutu. Some of the 
women wear distinctive blouse to show that they belong to St Anne’s Society; the men 
have a badge, rather small, but conspicuous enough when worn on the lapel of their 
European jackets. One young fellow had his badge pinned with an out-sized safety-pin. I 
offered him a dear little “goldie” one. He took it and grinned. I explained it would look 
better than his big pin. He shook his head and said: “No, ma’am, this one very good; 
yours for Baba; thank you.” 

Some Natives are models of humble innocence. One Sunday morning a gray-haired old 
man went to Communion. He was too humble to kneel at the rail but took up his position 
at its end, away from the kneeling board. Evidently the Priest did not notice him and took 
the Communion Plate to begin once more at the top of the rail. In all humility the old man 
returned to his place, striking his breast like the centurion of old: “Domine, non sum 
dignus.” Fortunately the catechumen had been watching and led the old man once more to 
the rail. 

How different was the behaviour of a small Native girl! She had waited till the end and 
after some 40 others had received Holy Communion, the Priest had to wait until her little 
ladyship walked up the aisle. She knew exactly what to do and put out her hands for the 
plate; then as the last communicant she knelt a few seconds, rose, stood to straighten the 
tattered blanket with next-to-nothing else of clothing that she wore and walked firmly to 
her place. Which of the two was more pleasing to the Christ whom each had just 
received? the old man near the end of life or the little girl on its threshold. 

The account of Umlamli Hospital would be incomplete without mention of its main 
source of support: The Union Health pays full maintenance fees for every infectious case 
and the Provincial Administration supplies 80% of the maintenance of the remaining 
Native patients together with the same percentage of all salaries. Without the help of 
these 2 administrations the Umlamli Hospital could not continue its excellent work 
among the hundreds of Natives most of whom live far below the bread line. 

 

                                                      
5 It was in 1952 that the Dominican Sisters took over the administration of the Umlamli Hospital. Sr Joachim 
Meerkotter acted as 1st Secretary. 


