
CHAPTER XXVI 

Qoqodala, Lumku, Glen Grey, Queenstown Vicariate 

Qoqodala – Sacred Heart Mission 

1929 In 1929 Msgr F J Vogel, Prefect Apostolic of the Queenstown Vicariate asked Mother 
Lucy Kaltenstadler, Prioress General of the Congregation, to send Sisters to the Qoqodala 
Mission. There was a small school already established for Natives of whom some 20 000 
were in the surrounding area. 

On the 5th April, 1929, permission was given by Rome to staff the Mission and on the 1st 
May, 1929 the four pioneer Sisters arrived. Sister Pulcheria Witt was Superior, Sister 
Philippa Oberländer and Sister Columbiere Steinert were to teach and Sister Emma 
Wellein was cook. The Priest-in-charge was Father B Stieler who acted as catechist. A 
small cottage formed the Convent. Close to it was a very small Church/ Separate small 
hut-like buildings were occupied by the priest and brothers. 

The Mission is in the Native reserve, therefore, no Europeans except traders could settle 
there. When it was bought by Msgr Vogel, the place was a trading station and it would 
have to remain a trading station if Europeans were to live there. Sister Columbiere was 
made chief seller in the shop and at once determined to give her customers some picture 
preaching. A large portrayal in colour of the flames of hell lapping round the devil and his 
victims was placed in a conspicuous spot and was a source of interest to the Natives when 
they assembled in front of the shop for their weekly visit. Dressed in full Native costume 
they would arrive regularly on Saturdays, some 200 boys and girls. There, to the rhythm 
of clapping hands and stamping feet, they danced and would make the picture a rallying 
point for the violence of their warlike movements. The most desirable purchase for the 
men was a pair of black stockings. Of these they cut off the feet and wore only the legs. 
Thus they formed a contrast to the well-greased bare legs of the girls. 

The two teaching Sisters had one secular male Native assistant. Among their pupils they 
found three Native children who, during an epidemic, had been baptised Catholics; but 
who, of course, knew nothing of any religion. They found the natives unlike others whom 
they had previously taught. These appeared to have no fixed religious principles, 
worshipped no particular god and seemed to live only to eat and enjoy themselves. 
Judged by their standard of living they were wealthy and had been given land by the 
Government. This they tilled and their cattle had multiplied. They had no desire for 
knowledge for themselves or for their children who roamed about tending herds of goats 
or cattle. 

School opened with its staff of three teachers on the 1st August, 1929, and 10 boys and as 
many girls were present as day pupils. They all spoke the Sesutu language. Sister 
Pulcheria had a small clinic from which she doled out simple medicines chiefly in the 
form of herbal teas. Unfortunately she upset a kettle of boiling water, and burned her leg 
and foot so badly that she was forced to return to King William’s Town as a patient at the 
Mater Infirmorum. Thus ended her stay at Qoqodala. 

The language question was a great difficulty as none of the Sisters spoke Sesutu. This, 
however, was solved when Sister Anna Kugelmann in 1930 replaced Sister Pulcheria and 
to the delight of all, the new Superior knew Sesutu. The Natives looked upon her as 
something super-human. Often a group would stand outside her classroom watching her. 
Then, asked what they wanted, they would reply “only to see you and hear you speak. 

On her arrival there were only 25 children on the roll and they had increased to 78 when 
she left two years later. The numbers remained small because there were several 
government-aided schools in the vicinity. 



Sister Anna prepared the first children who received the Sacraments at Qoqodala. This 
was no easy task as a voluntary acknowledgement of guilt was not akin to their nature. 
They, in instinct, hid their guilt. They mystery of Holy Communion was quite 
incomprehensible to them. The same difference obtained in school. “A ladder has so 
many rungs... A tower or a two-storey house is so many feet high...” these children had 
never seen a ladder; a tower was equally meaningless to them and the only house they 
had ever seen was a hut or the Sisters’ cottage. 

Yet the Qoqodala Natives had one striking characteristic. They had unbounded respect for 
the Sisters and were anxious to co-operate with them in any work they did at the Mission. 
Several times when the Sisters were delayed on an urgent sick call late at night two 
women or girls would be sent to accompany them back to the Mission. This was done 
without any request from the Sisters and solely on the initiative of the family they were 
visiting. So, too, when the Priest or the catechist failed to convince a dying person of the 
seriousness of his condition, a visit from the Sisters usually produced the desired effect of 
a deathbed Baptism. 

As the Mission grew the Brothers took over the shop and during World War II they were 
so well supplied with elsewhere unobtainable articles that many residents at Queenstown 
did their shopping at Qoqodala. However, in 1957 there are only two Sisters stationed at 
Qoqodala. These do not teach. One acts as cook, the other is housekeeper and sacristan at 
the beautiful Church which has replaced the small one of 1929. 

Lumku – St Michael and all Holy Angels Mission 

1931 St Michael’s Mission at Lumku belongs to the Pallottini Fathers and was opened 1st 
January, 1931. Father Vay S.A.C. was the Priest-in-charge. Our Sisters were asked to 
minister to the needs of the Priest, Brothers and servants. 

In 1953 there were three Sisters: Sister St Charles Mader, Sister Isfrieda Schweikart and 
Sister Lambertina Lippert. On the 17th February the last mentioned was busy with her 
usual homely occupations. She rang the bell for the evening Angelus and then entered the 
refectory presumably to set the table for the Sisters’ supper. Instead she sat at the table, 
leant forward on her arm resting on the table and when her two companion Sisters entered 
they found her dead. 

A near-tragedy happened in 1953 when Sister St Charles had a heart attack while working 
at Lumku. She was taken to the Glen Grey Hospital and recovered to return to her loved 
Mission. Unfortunately the cook, Sister Adolphina Heckmann had a stroke and was taken 
to the Mater Infirmorum. Since then Sister St Charles and Sister were alone at Lumku. 
The Sisters minister to the needs of Priest, Brothers and builders. Theirs is a hidden life. 
They do whatever comes their way each day to further without any ostentation the cause 
of Christ. 1 

Queenstown – St Theresa’s Mission 

1926 In 1926 at the request of the Pallottini Fathers the King William’s Town Dominicans 
opened a Mission School at the location in Queenstown.  Father P Hoffend was Priest-in 
charge at the Mission. 

On the morning of the 12th April at the Convent of the Sacred Heart, Robinson Road, 
Father Gately said the Mass of St Theresa of Lisieux at St Dominic’s Church and at 8 
a.m. Sr Anacleta Frizino and Sister Emmerentia Bildstein left the Convent for the 
Mission. 

                                                      
1 In 1957 Mr Vogelsang added  to the property, increasing the houses to 20 and building a large lecture hall. 



They were greeted by 15 little Black children with “Good morning, Sisters!” the same 
day 8 more joined them and already in May of the same year there were 40 children, 15 
of whom were Catholics. Four of these latter had been baptised during the Great Flu of 
1918 but had never attended the Catholic Church. All the children seemed to take a pride 
in their clothing. One day a small urchin appeared showing much black skin through dirty 
gray trousers. Disapproving glances passed from the urchin to the Sister who broke the 
tension by gently guiding the offender outside with “Now, little man, you run home and 
ask Mommy to mend your pull-ons.” Next morning he returned with trousers neatly 
mended, washed and ironed. 

Father Hoffend advised the Sisters to remain at the school house regularly until 4 p.m. So 
Mother Johanna Pflaum sent dinner to them at 1 p.m. Alas! she did not realise there was 
neither cutlery nor crockery. The missioners drank the soup from its container and then 
used fingers and pocket knives to help themselves from the small dishes placed between 
them. Laughingly they decided to bring plates and cutlery next day. 

Xhosas and Coloureds soon came to the school and though this was before the Group 
Areas Act, the Sisters soon realised that the races must be taught separately. Meanwhile 
Mother Augustine Geisel, the Prioress-General had requested Rome to allow the Sisters 
to live permanently at the Mission and not be obliged to return each afternoon to the 
Convent. This was granted on the 8th March, 1929. However, their half of the semi-
detached house in which they were to be accommodated was occupied by a tenant, and 
the Sisters could enter only on 1st May. Mrs Maytham would be their fellow tenant and 
proved a real help to the Sisters. 

When they entered their semi-detached quarters on 1st may, 1929 Sister Magdalen 
McLeod was Superior and Kindergarten teacher, Sister Honorata Albrecht, who had 
replaced Sister Anacleta, would teach the Coloureds and a little later Sister Ferdinand 
Faisst came for the Africans. Sister Emma Wellein would be cook until the arrival of 
Sister Sabina Pieronczyk. At this time the roll listed 60 Coloureds and 78 Xhosas of 
whom only 8 were Catholics. The building served as Convent, school and Church. There 
was a folding partition which screened the sanctuary from the school during school hours. 
School began at 8 a.m. and closed at 2 p.m. in the afternoon on alternate days the Sisters 
acted as catechists or visited the sick. Father Peter Hoffend lived next to and under the 
belfry which had a bell of 300 lbs. weight. This bell, blessed on the 18th August, 1929, 
pealed forth the Angelus for the first time on that day. 

One visiting afternoon Sister Ferdinand and Sister Honorata on their usual beat were 
accosted by a strange Native who took them to a hut they had not previously visited. 
There they found an old dying heathen woman named Squdene. She was in pain and said: 
“I’m dying; but I want to get all that God will give me.” They spoke kindly to her; then 
went home and reported the case to the Priest. Father visited the woman immediately and 
Baptised her. She died some hours later happy because she was going to God. 

When in 1929 Sister Honorata was transferred to Indwe, Sister Hilda Maloney replaced 
her. New class rooms were now built and the school inspector demanded that all the 
teachers must be qualified. He threatened to reduce the roll to 50 if his wishes were not 
complied with. So in January, 1930 Sister Magdalen was transferred to St Peter Claver’s 
Mission, East London and Sister Amalia Yoder took her place at St Theresa’s. she taught 
her 40 Sub-standard Coloured children in the garage or, when the weather was fine, 
outside. There was but a limited number of benches; the teacher stood and many of the 
children sat on the ground. It was well that they sat thus for their clothing was scant 
though the Sisters did their best to remedy this. 

By the end of 1930 the Brothers had finished the class rooms and made other necessary 
building improvements. The year 1931 could boast of a larger staff. Sister Virgilia Mayer 



was Superior and teacher, Sister Ferdinand in charge of the Natives, Sister Hilda of the 
Coloureds, Sister Priscilla Gfröreis taught music and singing and looked after the Priests, 
Sister Leopoldina Weiss was cook. 

1932 In 1932 Mother Augustine Geisel made an agreement with the Pallottini Fathers that, if 
their Brothers would build a new Convent for the Sisters at the Sacred Heart Convent, 
Queenstown, she would hand over to them her property at St Theresa’s Mission. The 
Convent building was completed in 1934 and so, on the 10th April of that year, the title 
deeds of the Mission were sent from the Mother House to Father J B. (later) Bishop 
Rosenthal. 

Thus St Therese’s ceased to belong to the Congregation but one Sister still continued to 
staff the school until the Marian Sisters replaced them. 



Glen Gray Mission Hospital 

1938 In 1938 the Government gave to the Pallottini Fathers a large piece of ground that had 
formerly been a farm. They decided to build thereon a Mission Hospital to serve the 80 
000 Natives in the surrounding Lady Frere and Glen Grey areas.  At the request of Father 
Hoffend S. A. C. Mother Augustine Geisel sent two Sisters to serve the Priest and his 12 
building-Brothers as house-keeper and cook. 

The Pallottini had previously opened a small hospital at McKay’s Nek; but that locality 
had no water supply. At Glen Grey there was a large pond supplied from a continually 
flowing mountain stream. This meant an abundant supply of water. When the building 
was complete Mother Augustine was asked to staff the hospital. She agreed and sent four 
nurses as pioneers: Sister Baptist Nagler, Sister Mancini Sauterleute, Sister Mathia 
Hengge, and Sister Gertrudis Feth. 

1940 In 1940 Doctor Marie Kunz transferred her patients from McKay’s Nek to Glen Grey. 
However, owing to the opposition caused by national ill-feeling during World War II, she 
could occupy only the outer rooms which had formed the homestead of the original 
owner of the farm. However, the opposition ceased, and on the 8th May, 1941 nursing 
began in the new hospital. Dr Kunz and Dr Foulloir, lady doctors, lived at the hospital 
and acted both as house and district doctors. Dr Kunz was the chief Mission doctor and, 
except for an occasional periodic leave, she has been doctor there for nearly 20 years. 
Two members of the Congregation who had received their medical doctorates in South 
Africa also practised there for some time. The hospital caters mainly for the African sick 
though there is also a wing for Europeans. 

As the patients increased the Brothers added to the building. Soon there was an isolation 
block, a nurses’ home for Native trainees, a house for the Brothers, an out-patients’ wing 
and many other buildings until the place resembled a village of large buildings; originally 
the Chapel was a hut, then it was a room on the first floor of the hospital and, then, by 
1957, it was a separate building that compared favourably with many other Churches in 
South Africa. 

1952 In July, 1952, an echo of the Native riots, at that time prevalent in South Africa, was 
heard at Glen Grey, when 45 Non-European nurses came out on strike. Fortunately they 
were not joined by the domestic workers; but the loss of 45 from the staff obviously 
threw an enormous burden on the European nurses. However, with outside help they 
carried on, and were soon in a position to refuse the re-admittance to the staff of every 
one of the strikers. Many of them begged in vain to be allowed to return. 

 


