
CHAPTER II 

The Arrival at King William’s Town 

1877 Great excitement prevailed in King William’s Town on that 23rd October, 1877, when the 
first train was due to arrive. Though it was expected only in the late afternoon everyone 
was alert from early morning. A little after 5 p. m., amid the cheers of the townspeople, 
the train slowly steamed into the station. The Sisters received a hearty welcome and a 
bodyguard of seven gentlemen took up positions to ward from their persons any 
overcrowding of the inhabitants. Thus guarded by Doctor JP FitzGerald, Colonel 
Schermbrucker, Messrs. EJ Byrne, A Deiringer, H. O’Donoghue, E. Hartigan, Patrick 
Egan and many others the party walked the short distance from the railway station to the 
Convent. 

Their new home, which they reached just when it was time to ring the evening Angelus, 
was built of local stone and faced South on Queen’s Road. The building consisted of five 
rooms on the ground floor and four on the first floor. The largest room on the ground 
floor had been chosen as a chapel. It is now, 1957, used as the Sisters’ Community room. 
A scroll over the roughly-made altar read “Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus! While a small 
screen in one of the doors showed the way to their future Sacristy which was, like the 
kitchen, only a small wood and iron lean-to. 

On a small side altar was a statue of Our Lady. This had been donated by Father Fagan. 
He had no money to buy a new one so he took the one from his own little consecrated 
church of St. Anne. Placed on a stretcher at St Anne’s it was carried through the streets of 
King William’s Town to the convent chapel by Messrs. John Hartigan, Albert Deiringer, 
John O’Donoghue and Rudolf Malcher, on the 22nd October, 1877, the very day on which 
the Sisters landed at East London. This was the chief statue of Our Lady at the Convent 
and it remained in that place of honour till the 11th May, 1911, when the present beautiful 
statue came for the niched marble side altar which is the memorial of the first superior of 
the Congregation, Mother M. Mauritia Tiefenboeck. 

Bishop Ricards made a touching address to welcome the Sisters; but their thoughts must 
have gone back yearningly from the empty house to the convent home they had left in 
Augsburg. However, their hearts rose to a sursum corda as Father Fagan entered the 
chapel carrying the Blessed Sacrament and saying “Pax huic domui!” to which the clergy 
answered “Et omnibus habitanibus in ea!” no one had noticed Father’s absence when he 
quietly slipped away to fetch the Sacred Host from St Anne’s church in Fleet Street. 
Benediction was given by the Bishop and the Te Deum was sung; then followed the 
blessing of their new home. 

The shades of evening had now fallen; the visitors departed to their homes leaving the 
Sisters alone with their Sacramental God. Together they recited the rosary, begging Our 
Lady’s blessing on their benefactors and on their future work. The great undertaking had 
begun. During the next three weeks Bishop Ricards remained in King William’s Town 
saying Mass daily in their lowly chapel. Every morning and afternoon he and Father 
Fagan gave the Sisters lessons in English. As they were highly-educated ladies in their 
own language with French as a secondary tongue they showed themselves apt in 
mastering the rudiments of English and so in time became sufficiently competent to teach 
the language of their adopted country. 

In the very next year the Sisters became independent of their Mother House, St Ursula’s; 
but until 1905 they continued to receive annually groups of postulants for work in South 
Africa. Thus for 27 years the former Mother House acted as a recruiting centre for its 
daughter Branch. Father Widdershoven remained their chaplain till January, 1879, when 
he was recalled to Grahamstown. Ten years later he was transferred Udenhout, Holland, 



where he died as Professor of chemistry 2nd July, 1889. For two years he had been in 
charge of the spiritual welfare of the Sisters guiding and directing them in their 
unexpected pioneering difficulties. Instructions on religious life had been given regularly. 
He also preached in their mother-tongue when giving their retreats. Like themselves he 
was a religious and so was ready to relinquish his good work at the call of obedience. 
However, his two years at King William’s Town had a lasting influence on the 
Congregation. In addition to the invaluable spiritual aid he had rendered the Sisters, his 
two-year service formed the first link between the King Dominicans and the Jesuit 
Fathers of Grahamstown. 

After 1891 the Jesuits from St Aidan’s College, Grahamstown, regularly gave the annual 
retreat to the Sisters. Thus these learned and holy men were instrumental in bringing 
Christ nearer to each community of nuns; and from the Jesuit devotion to the Sacred 
Heart obtained the idea of devoting each of the earlier founded convents to the Sacred 
Heart. East London, Queenstown, Fort Beaufort, Cradock, Graaff Reinet, Potchefstroom, 
Klerksdorp, Belgravia, Ermelo are all dedicated to the Sacred Heart. Thus the 
Congregation puts on record its indebtedness to the Jesuits as spiritual benefactors. The 
names of Father Apel, Father Engels, Father Hornig and many others have individual as 
well as communal memories. Father Apel was bent on installing the idea that there was 
no evil in the world except sin. With this as a fundamental basis, he seemed to regard all 
sorrows as not only of secondary value, but he even transformed them into joy, the joy of 
giving something worthwhile to the Sacred Heart. 

Another Jesuit, Father Crawley, had preached the King William’s Sisters’ retreat in 1910, 
and was due to give another to the Holy Cross Sisters in Aliwal North. At his farewell, 
Mother Lucy Kaltenstadler said playfully: “Father, why don’t you go on strike? You have 
been teaching during the entire school term and now spend your holidays giving retreats.” 
He replied: “Mother, strikes don’t pay in eternity.” On his way to Aliwal the dreadful 
Gaika Loop tragedy occurred. When the train left the rails the Aliwal coaches were 
telescoped and Father was found on his bunk with a piece of metal piping rammed right 
through his brain. He had been called to his eternal home and, though he did not go on 
strike, he had not to give the retreat. 

At the same tragedy the Mother Provincial of Aliwal North, Sister Marie Therese, and her 
companion Sister were also injured. They were brought to the Convent of the Sacred 
Heart, Queenstown, by ambulance and were nursed by our Sisters until they were able to 
return to Aliwal. 

Though the Sisters had arrived at King William’s Town on the 23rd October, 1877, it was 
decided that Foundation Day should be the day on which they had left Saint Ursula’s, 
Augsburg, 14th September, feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 

1878 The new Convent Schools opened on the 23rd January, 1878. The number of children on 
that day was 20 boarders and 80 day pupils. These numbers far exceeded the expectation 
of the Sisters. The children were graded according to their knowledge of English and in 
some cases a child of twelve was placed only in the grades. This happened especially 
with children from German-speaking families. However, they were promoted as soon as 
they had mastered sufficient English to follow a higher class. Other children and their 
parents saw the marked progress of the pupils and soon barriers of religious prejudice fell 
away and the number on the roll increased beyond the capacity of the very limited class 
rooms. 

On the 24th August, 1878, an additional contract was made between Bishop Ricards and 
Bishop P. von Dinkel by which it was agreed that: - The seven Dominican Sisters, who 
on the 14th September, 1877, left the Dominican Convent of Saint Ursula, Augsburg, for 



the new Convent of the Sacred Heart, King William’s Town, would henceforth be under 
the jurisdiction of the Bishop of the Eastern Vicariate of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Besides their class teaching the nuns were engaged in giving private tuition in Music, Art 
and Languages. In that military town of the Border the barracks was the seat of social life. 
Its ladies would ride on fine horses to the Convent in the early morning and remain 
during the school hours for their lessons. Pianos twanged, landscapes were painted, 
French and German were taught. What a joy it must have been for the Sisters to teach 
their Mother tongue to the children of the settlers. In school, English was the first 
language, German the second. 

Each day the first half-hour was devoted to teaching catechism to the Catholics and Bible 
History to the Non-Catholics. On Sundays there were classes in Christian Doctrine. This 
was followed by half-an-hour of general instruction in Christian morality given by Father 
Widdershoven S.J. After this individuals were prepared for the Sacraments. By the end of 
1878, pupils were drawn to the boarding school from every part of the frontier districts 
and the roll had risen to 200. Schools closed with a public convert and a display of pupil’s 
work. This dual function received laudatory notices in the Kaffrarian Watchman, leading 
local paper of the day. 

1879 It was evident that a wing should be added to the central section of the Convent. So the 
West wing facing North and South was completed in 1879. Like the original building it 
was made of local stone and consisted of three rooms on the ground floor. These could 
easily be converted into one large hall as occasion demanded; and one large room in the 
first floor served as a dormitory for the boarders. A wooden stairway from the extreme 
West room led to the upstairs dormitory in which there was placed a large statue of Our 
Lady. Children were encouraged to love the Blessed Virgin as a Mother. On one occasion 
one of the small boarders admired her companion’s patent leather shoes. Her own were 
dull beside these bright shiny objects. Off she trotted to the Sister on duty: “I would like a 
pair of shoes like those. Please get them for me.” The Sister replied: “I suggest that you 
go over to the altar and ask Our Lady for a pair. Then we shall see what can be done.” Off 
the little one pattered and her prayer was: “Dear Mother Mary, please send me a pair of 
shoes like those which Kathleen has. My Mummy will pay for them. I want them very 
badly.” Next day the shoes were on the altar to the surprise and joy of the child. She 
clasped them in her arms and said: “Oh, thank you, Mother Mary.” Then she put them on 
and ran off to show her treasure to all she met. Truly God blessed the convent and who 
lived their gently lives therein. 

1877 The 21st November, 1877, was marked at the Convent by the first clothing in the habit of 
Saint Dominic. The chapel was filled to capacity with visitors eager to witness the novel 
ceremony. Bishop Ricards officiated and gave the Latin form of his own baptismal name, 
James, to Marie Zirn, the postulant who had accompanied the Sisters from Germany. 
Then began the fulfilment of the psalmist’s words: “After her virgins be brought unto the 
King,” for since that feast of Our Lady’s Presentation in the temple well over 1,000 
young girls have consecrated themselves to God in the ranks of the Dominican Sisters of 
King William’s Town. Sister Mary Jacoba made her Profession of Poverty, Chastity and 
Obedience for life on Bishop Ricards birthday, 10th January, 1879; and on that day the 
first two postulants from South Africa received the habit of the Order and previously the 
1st South African-born young lady had become a postulant. 

 The young ladies from the United Kingdom were Ellen Foley and Brigid Kiernan. The 
former was a born Londoner and later when the King Dominicans founded a Convent at 
Oakford, after they had separated from King, she became, as Sister M Gabriel, the first 
Prioress General of the Congregation of Oakford Dominicans. The other, as Sister Mary 
Ursula of Trim, was the first Irish-born subject admitted to the Community. For 25 years 
she served Mother Mauritia and her successors as bookkeeper and secretary, and died in 



1905 on the 25th anniversary of her profession. Incidentally it may be mentioned that Our 
Lady’s side altar at the Mater Infirmorum church was, in 1927, erected to Sister Ursula’s 
memory by her cousin Mr Bartle Bailey of Peddie, whose family was among the earliest 
friends and benefactors of the Convent. His name is commemorated with prayerful 
gratitude for many benefactions, on the window in the Sisters’ church representing St 
Matthew. 

1879 The first South African-born postulant entered 8th January 1879. She was Miss Mary 
McConville from the Western Vicariate. In religion she became Sister Mary Margaret. 
Others from Cape Town followed and proved valuable members of the Congregation. 

Four young ladies arrived from St Ursula’s in February, 1879: Francesca Frei, Katherine 
Hilkinger, Agatha Vogel and Monica Schmidt. These were the first German recruits; 
others followed and formed the chief source of the majority of vocations until 1905. Thus 
the Sisters were mainly of German extraction but there was no racial or national 
antipathy. The prevailing attitude was that all belonged to the Kingdom of Heaven. These 
newly professed Sisters, together with other nations which have joined in later years, have 
combined to form the character of a King Dominican Sister. This character, whatever its 
other qualities, possesses at least one which is readiness to go valiantly forward to do 
God’s Will in any sphere prescribed by Obedience; but always to avoid the limelight. 

1880 On the 11th August, 1880, Sister Gabriel Foley, Sister Ursula Kiernan and Sister Margaret 
McConville together with four recruits from Germany made their profession for life. 
These four were now Sister Aquinata Frei, Sister Hyacinth Hilkinger, Sister Dominic 
Vogel and Sister Arnolda Schmidt. As the Chapel was too small for the occasion, the 
three class rooms had their partitions removed to form one large temporary chapel. The 
seven Sisters who knelt in the improvised Sanctuary showed the cosmopolitan character 
of the new institute. It represented four nations: the English, Irish, South African and 
German in proportion 1:1:1:4. 

In 1880, Mother Mauritia received a quintet of postulants all of whom destined to play 
important roles in the extension of the Dominican Order in South Africa and elsewhere. 
Agnes Niland, as Mother Rose of Newcastle, when Prioress-General of that section after 
it had been severed from King William’s Town, founded convents in Natal, the 
Transvaal, England and Rome. From blitzed England, she still continued to direct her 
Sisters in their far-distant and more peaceful homes. At the wish of her subjects and by 
the command of the Pope, she remained in office until her death in 1952. 

Mary Anne Cosgrave, as Mother Patrick, the second of the party, received, together with 
Mother Jacoba Zirn, the Royal Red Cross from Queen Victoria for service rendered to the 
British soldiers wounded in the Matabele-Mashona Wars in Rhodesia. To this day her 
name is a household word in Rhodesia; and every year on St Patrick’s Day her grave is 
honoured by a public function. She and friend Teresa Doyle, the third of the party, known 
and loved later as Mother Dympna, were the first postulants to come directly from Ireland 
to King William’s Town. They hailed from County Wexford, and, enveloped in bonnet 
and shawl to hide their extreme youth, travelled out under the aegis of Bishop Ricards 
himself when he returned from Europe in 1880. With little Miss Doyle were her two 
younger sisters, Veronica and Winefrid.  

The third of the party was Sister Michael O’Neill, a fellow South African whose memory 
is still (1957) cherished by many men and women whom, as little ones, she led to the altar 
for their first Holy Communion. Incidentally, Sister Michael O’Neill was connected with 
the publication of the first Catholic catechism published in Afrikaans. It was she who 
suggested that Father de Hover’s Nederlands edition should be put into Afrikaans and 
Msgr. F. Kolbe saw that it was done. 



The last of the party was Sister M Alberta Rummer whose name is still loved by many, 
including the writer, whose tiny fingers she taught to handle needle and thread. 

In September, 1880 the term of Mother Mauritia as Prioress-General ended and she was 
unanimously re-elected for another three years. 

1884 The year 1884 was one of deep depression for the country in general and especially for 
the King Convent. Food was scarce and the Sisters were reduced to extreme want. Bishop 
Ricards became aware of their straitened circumstances and made money for them by his 
talents as orator and writer. Father Fagan, their founder and friend, used all his wonderful 
gifts as a financier to keep the wolf from the door. “I travelled North, South, East and 
West,” he tells us, “And wherever I went I begged for the Sisters.” On the 19th October of 
this same year, Mother Mauritia celebrated the Silver Jubilee of her Profession. She had 
made her vows in 1859 into the hands of Mother Aquinata Lauter, foundress and first 
Prioress of the Convent of Wettenhausen. This remarkable woman died in the odour of 
sanctity 16th January, 1883. Mother Mauritia who had loved her dearly felt her loss 
keenly, but she was consoled by the dying Mother’s message that, like Saint Dominic, she 
would be more useful to her Sisters after death than she had been in life. 

When, in 1865, Mother Aquinata opened the Convent in Wettenhausen Mother Mauritia 
had been one of her first companions. Many of the ideals of Mother Mauritia were 
inspired by Mother Aquinata’s example and teaching. One of the chief characteristics of 
both was that mark of Saint Dominic and Saint Catherine of Siena, found in all great men 
and women of the Order – magnanimity. Their hearts took in the whole world. Nothing 
could be too great or too good for God, for His Church, His priests, His poor, for every 
single soul redeemed by the Blood of Christ. It is not surprising then that a recorder tells 
us: “South Africa has produced three great men, Cecil Rhodes, Paul Kruger and Mother 
Mauritia.” 

The last words of Mother Aquinata found their echo in the heart of Mother Mauritia. The 
dying woman said: “Love one another. Be entirely obedient. Practise continual self-denial 
and keep yourselves holy in great humility. Never despise the poor and orphans; labour as 
apostles. Dearest to me after God is my community. Give my love to all whom I have 
known, loved or spoken to during my life; to all who have loved me, who have done any 
good work for me or for my House. Greet them all once more in my name from the 
depths of my heart in the love of Jesus Christ.” These words embodied the ideal of 
Mother Mauritia’s religious perfection and the goal to which she was ever urging her 
Sisters. In her instructions her theme, like that of St John, seldom varied. Each address to 
her community was prefaced by the opening words of the rule of St Augustine: “Above 
all, most dear Sisters, let God be loved and after him our neighbour.” 

Her large-hearted charity to the poor found sufficient scope in the depression of 1884. 
Though she and her Sisters had the bare necessaries of life, no one ever appealed to her in 
vain. Every day brought her an urgent call for help, and, though her purse was slender, 
her heart was great. She did not even hesitate to beg for her poor from benefactors in 
South Africa and in Europe and thus she supported a large number of orphans and poor 
neglected children. 

1885 In 1885, she resolved to give maintenance and education to 15 poor Catholic orphans in 
honour of the 15 Mysteries of the Rosary. The first of these orphans to be adopted was 
Mary Fitzpatrick who had been born in the East London Harbour before her parents 
landed on their arrival from Ireland. Unfortunately her mother died when Mary was little 
more than a toddler and her father tried to be both father and mother to his four children. 
Father MacTiernan found them and carried Mary to Mother Mauritia. Later she became 
Sister Mary de Chantal of our Congregation and is known to and loved by hundreds of 
South Africans whose boarders’ mother she was. These orphans formed the origin of the 



Rosary Children who at first were housed in the King Convent, but when Mother 
Mauritia’s term as Prioress-General ended she took them with her to Izeli. Their number 
in King William’s Town far exceeded the original 15 and soon rose to ten times that 
number. When they went to Izeli they were 200.  These children in 1893 formed the 
nucleus of the present Izeli orphanage, which became government-aided in that year, 
when Father FitzHenry wrote to Dr Muir, the Superintendent-General of Education to ask 
for a grant-in-aid. Now, 1957, it is known as one of the great philanthropic centres of the 
Union of South Africa. 

The children loved Mother Mauritia and in their future homes her name became a 
household word. Mr Saunders, representing South African Railways and Harbours, in 
Berlin, Germany, was asked to suggest a toast at a banquet. Without hesitation he said: 
“Gentlemen, I drink to the honour of Mother Mauritia to whom I owe all that is 
worthwhile in my life.” Today, 1957, the orphanage numbers over 200 and thousands of 
children look back to it longingly as their only home. 

The first pupil of the convent school to join the Sisterhood was Teresa Hartwanger, Sister 
Mary Aquinata. Her life was cut short by an early but saintly death in 1887, while she 
was yet a novice. However, she had started the continuous stream of past pupils of the 
King William’s Town Dominicans, which has swelled the tide of vocations to our own 
Order and other religious congregations in South Africa. Her work was done, and though 
only 18 years old she passed to her eternal reward. Among later South African pupils who 
have done yeoman work in the Congregation may be mentioned: Sisters M Pius Galvin, 
Winefride Simpkins, Alacoque Brien, Clement Lynch, Evangelist Herley, Ambrose 
Teubes 

Among Mother Mauritia’s Rosary Children was a deaf mute, Thomas Moore. In 1884 
this suggested to the great-hearted woman a class for teaching the Deaf. This small 
beginning developed into the Oral School for the Deaf, the first of its kind in South 
Africa. Sister Stephana Hanshuber was appointed principal. She had been trained at 
Dillingen, Bavaria, the famous institute for the Oral method of teaching the dear; and for 
10 years she gave devoted service to making the dumb speak. She died in 1894 without 
realising that she had planted the seed of what would, in 1957, be one of the largest and 
most progressive schools of Johannesburg.  

Her successor, Sister M Gisella Greissl, had also been trained at Dillingen and had taken 
a further course of training the deaf a Gmund, Württemberg. Her assistants were Sister 
Cyrilla Hötzl, Sister Verena Huber and Sister Emmerich Pauli. They brought with them 
the Clarke School oral methods from Massachusetts, USA, and also lip reading for adults. 
At the urgent request of Father Fitzhenry, our General refuge in matters educational, 
General Smuts, in 1917, gave a Government grant to one teacher of the deaf. At that time 
the school had a roll of 36, and was annually visited by the Departmental Inspectors. 
Classes ranged from Kindergarten to Standard VII. Soon, however, individuals took the 
Junior Certificate Examination together with the normal pupils, and fitted themselves to 
earn their own living. 

At the suggestion of Mother Jacoba Zirn, William G. G. Bevington, a deaf boy, painted a 
portrait of Cecil Rhodes. The picture was regarded as so outstanding a likeness that Willie 
was awarded a scholarship for advanced study in Art at the Royal College of Arts, 
London, of which College he later became an Associate. This was the turning point of his 
life, and at the age of 72, he died a respected Professor of Art at the Cape Town 
University, 26th October, 1953. He was the first, and presumably, the only Art student to 
win a Rhodes scholarship in that particular branch of study. What a credit to his former 
school, the King Convent of the Sacred Heart. 



Quietly and progressively the education of the deaf continued until July, 1933. At this 
time there was a small seven-year old School for the Deaf in Johannesburg. It was run by 
only one teacher, Miss Jessie Davies, under the aegis of the Deaf and Dumb Association. 
The school, held in a basement, was sorely in need of financial assistance. The 
Government, when approached by the Association for the Deaf and Dumb, realised that 
the cape had three such schools, and that it had done nothing to support the deaf of the 
Transvaal. Investigation showed that the oral method of teaching was used only at King 
William’s Town, and, 1933, Mother Augustine and Mr J H Hofmeyr agreed to the 
amalgamation of the King William’s Town School for the Deaf with that of 
Johannesburg. Colonel Rowland took an active part in this arrangement. 

Mother Augustine then bought Mr Simpson’s ten-acre property, the Haven, Melrose, 
Johannesburg, appointed Mother Winefride Simpkins Superior and transferred the entire 
staff and pupils from the Convent of the Sacred Heart, King William’s Town, to their new 
home, Saint Vincent’s School for the Deaf, Oxford Road, Johannesburg. On the 23rd 
January, 1934, Bishop O’Leary blessed the house, and Colonel Rowland, as chairman of 
the Deaf and Dumb Association, formally handed over the local school to the Sisters. The 
pioneers of the new home were: M Winefride Simpkins, Superior, Sr Cyrilla Hötzl, Sr 
Verena Huber, Sr Emmerich Pauli and Sr Gilbert Litzel, teachers, Sr Expedita 
Schuhbauer, seamstress, Sr Aniceta Wandinger, cook, Sr Eulalia Metz, Laundry. The 
secular teacher, Miss Davies was also on the staff of the amalgamated school. 

During the next 15 years, St Vincent’s expanded rapidly. The roll on opening day was 38 
and by 1956 it had increased to 221, with a staff of 36 including teachers and domestic 
workers. The rising numbers meant also an increase of buildings. In 1939 and 1940 new 
wings were added to both old and new buildings and the Government agreed to pay full 
salaries to the teachers, provided that a board of Control was established. The year 1941 
marked the introduction of Nursery Education for deaf children aged from 2 to 5 years, 
and in 1948 their accommodation also had to be enlarged for 20 pupils. 

In 1943 the public eye was focused on vocational training. To meet this need cabinet 
making, carpentry, upholstery, wood turning and carving was taught to the boys; and 
domestic science, dressmaking, bookkeeping, typing, weaving and Art to the girls. Thus 
the boys needed a workshop which contained machine, working and finishing-off rooms. 
In 1945, the adjoining property of 2½ acres was purchased and in 1953 Fatima Hostel 
replaced the original Haven which was demolished as condemned by the health Inspector. 
Another big improvement was the building of a new laundry complete with modern 
equipment. 

The School has its own groups of Boy Scouts and Girl Guides, and all the interests of the 
children are attended to by proficient teachers. They have their own hall in which they 
give an annual public entertainment and have staged effectively Robin Hood, Snow 
White and such like plays and have always shown that they can enter into the spirit of 
those other worlds as well as any normal children. Every year too they join the usual 
school concerts during the children’s musical Festival and their Eurythmics are 
particularly popular. 

Now, in 1957, St Vincent’s is building a new Workshop, new class-rooms and an up-to-
date swimming bath. This bath at a cost of $10,000 would not have been possible had it 
not been sponsored by St Vincent’s Social Fund Committee and the Parent Teachers’ 
Association. To both these Societies St Vincent’s School would like to say “Thank you!” 
thus the lowly school emanating from Mother Mauritia’s magnanimous support of the 
poor, has become one of the best equipped Schools in the City of Johannesburg. It was 
recently visited by Helen Keller who ranked it with the best schools for the deaf in 
America. How pleased she was when, at the Civic Reception which Johannesburg gave in 
her honour in the City Hall, the deaf boys and girls from St Vincent’s were on the 



programme for Eurythmics which proved to be among the most popular items of the 
evening. Add to that the Percussion Band of the Deafies brought a storm of applause so 
that one could almost imagine that even the deaf might hear. 

 


