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Deepening the interconnectedness amoung ourselves, in our 
Districts and with the wider earth community  

Dominican Sisters Africa (DSA) Meeting in Rome 

BBBB t the DSA (Dominican Sisters Africa) Assembly in June this year I 
was chosen to be the JPIC Coordinator for Africa for the coming 6 

years.  This is quite a daunting task in itself and then add to the mix two 
languages ie French and English and poor internet connections and it 
becomes a big challenge.   

Part of my responsibility is to attend the International Dominican 
Commission for JP annual meeting which is usually held in October, in 
Rome, Italy.   

The first thing that struck me was the composition of the group: a 
Dominican sister and a friar from each continent,  nuns, 2 representatives – 
female and male of the laity, youth, the coordinator of DSI and then JPIC 
coordinator for DSI, OP representatives for JPIC at the UN in Geneva and 
New York.  We are fortunate that we have all sectors of Dominican life under 
one banner. 

The main objectives of this Commission (IDCJP) are: 

− to assist the whole Dominican Family to grow in understanding of work for JPIC as a constitutive dimension of 
the Dominican vocation and preaching the Gospel 

− To promote the Dominican Family’s efforts to bring the Good News to the world by working for justice and 
peace. 

After listening to reports on the Dominican involvement in JPIC from each continent we identified very similar 
concerns: 

− Lack of Collaboration within all sectors of the Dominican Family 

− Lack of Commitment to JPIC in some areas 

− Difficulty in communication 

At the same time it was very inspiring to hear some of the many ways Dominicans throughout the world are involved 
in work for JPIC: 

− The whole area of migrants – especially in Europe.  A Congregation in Spain is down to the last 3 members.  
They set a process in motion some years ago to hand over their huge convent to be used for low cost housing 
after the last sister dies.  Architects have come in and plans have been drawn! 

− Dominicans in Africa and Latin America are still very involved in poverty alleviation and education 
especially of the youth.  There are very vibrant groups of Dominican youth throughout both continents. 

− The OP JPIC group in the States was concerned that the Sustainable Development Goals would not be 
implemented in the US unless the grass root NGOs knew about them.  They have formed a coalition of 
Religious which will evaluate the Sustainable Development Goals on behalf of the government.   

− Dominicans in Asia/Pacific focus a lot on Human-trafficking. 

WAY  FORWARD 

We would like to promote global solidarity among the Dominican Family throughout the world.  We have therefore 
chosen common areas of focus for the coming years: 
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− Every December will be our 
month for praying for peace.  
We have received a letter from 
the Order inviting us to pray 
especially for the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo.  The 
DRC has been ravaged by years 
of war and political instability.  
Even though the country has 
immense wealth, today it is one 
of the poorest countries in the 
world.  There are a number of 
OP Sisters, Brethren and even 
OP youth in the DRC and we 
have heard that support from the rest of the OP Family means a lot to them.  For more information please see 
the letter from the Order dated  September 2018.   

− Promoting the Sustainable Development Goals: 

WHERE IS THE DOMINICAN  FAMILY  ? 

In September 2015, the UN General Assembly adopted Agenda 2030 – The UN Sustainable Development Goals. On 
the same day, Pope Francis visited the UN in New York and addressed the General Assembly.      

 In his remarks, the Pope spoke of 

“broad sectors which are vulnerable, victims of power badly exercised: for example, the natural 
environment and the vast ranks of the excluded. These sectors are closely interconnected and made 
increasingly fragile by dominant political and economic relationships. That is why their rights must 
be forcefully affirmed, by working to protect the environment and by putting an end to exclusion.” 

The Pope’s words reminded world leaders of the intimate connection between the rights of the natural world, and 
human rights. Indeed, unless the integrity of the natural world is respected, there is very little hope of realizing the 
fullness of our God-given human rights. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals represent a global effort to tend to 
both the needs of our environment, as well as the needs of the most marginalized and vulnerable populations in our 
world today. 

What might happen if the worldwide Dominican Family committed itself to advocating for this ambitious development 
agenda?                Mary Tuck o.p. 

 

St Immaculata Convent, Schlehdorf, Germany 

DDDD onvent for Sale! 

The purchase of the deserted “Augustiner Chorherrenstift” and its renovation from 1904 on, was a tremendous 
and strenuous task for Mother Jacoba Zirn and all the sisters in Schlehdorf. Now history takes 
a turn. Since 2013 we try to hand over this Convent of the Dominican Missionary Sisters, 
Schlehdorf to other good hands. It looks as though there will not be interest to continue 
churchlike activities. A Flat Building Corporation (Wohnungsbaugenossenschaft) in short 
“Wogeno” is at present negotiating with us, to buy the convent. 

“Wogeno” is, especially in Munich, building flats with affordable rent prices. It promotes 
community living through the building of common rooms to be used by all inhabitants. 
Through this effort the increasing financial speculations of the housing developments will be 
combatted. The rent prices climb to unaffordable heights, and the traffic in Munich is nearly 
unmanageable. Although Schlehdorf is 70km away from Munich, we already experience this 
development.  
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Since June 2017 “Wogeno” has rented the Convent building—even during the ongoing sales negotiations—and uses the 
rooms to live in, and to organize diverse events to make a public impact.  

On 26/27 October 2018 an important meeting took place to discuss building development in rural areas where the 
diversity of life in a village with handwork, business, farming, and traffic must be considered. 

A starting point at the meeting was the current situation of the big Convents in Germany. These Convents are often 
found as dominant and impressive buildings in comparatively small settlements – as is the case in Schlehdorf. Hundreds 
of Convent buildings that were occupied for centuries by religious congregations are for sale in Germany.  

For us sisters it would be a happy outcome, if Schlehdorf Convent were to remain an educational and community-
building centre.  For this we pray. 

 

Fire in Duncan Village 

TTTT trong wind seems to be the order of the day in East London. On 30 October, in one of the shacks just outside the 
walls of St Peter Claver’s parish, Duncan Village, an unattended paraffin stove fell over and the fierce wind fanned 

into a huge fire the flames that had started in the shack.  The sisters were told to evacuate the premises at once, and 
parishioners came to assist them.  Together with many of the people in Duncan Village we prayed to Sr Aidan Quinlan 
to intercede with God so that none of the buildings would be destroyed by fire.  The wind calmed down almost at once 
and the fire could be extinguished.  No life was lost. The sisters were safe and no building on the parish property was 
damaged. For us, this was like a miracle. However, about 300 shacks were destroyed and about 400 families lost 
everything. Our sisters and the parish of St Peter Claver take care of 100 families while the remaining people who lost 
everything are helped by other organisations.    

 

Mother Mauritia Tiefenboeck Remembered in King William’s Town 

J n King William’s Town, the Amathole Museum organised a two-day presentation on ORDINARY WOMEN/
EXTRAORDINARY LIVES.  Mother Mauritia Tiefenboeck was one of the women chosen.  Learners from different 

schools were invited to listen to the guest speakers and others who addressed the audience. I was invited at the last 
minute to speak about Mother Mauritia who was named one of 6 influential women who made a contribution to the 
development of King. I really needed the guidance of the Holy Spirit since I had nothing prepared. It turned out very 
well from the feed-back I got.  So you see, Mother Mauritia is not forgotten in King. 

 

Joint Witness Meeting in Klerksdorp 

SSSS eligious Leaders and Bishops from Johannesburg, Klerksdorp and Witbank Metropolitan Area met at the 
Rabbuni Centre in Klerksdorp on 25 October  2018. We meet annually to talk about matters of common concern 

and to build community. This year we spoke about Counter Trafficking and Migration, the sexual abuse scandal in the 
Catholic Church and also the keeping of Archives.  

The discussion on the sexual abuse in the Church was very painful. 
Our small group which included Bishop Victor Phalana of 
Klerksdorp and Bishop Duncan Tsoke of Johannesburg and me 
chose to follow Pope Francis call to pray and fast about the matter. 
Among suggestions were: more thorough and careful screening of 
would be priests; better ongoing training in sexual maturity in our 
seminaries; having a centre where both victims and perpetrators can 
go for help.  

As regards the archives of both parishes and congregations it was felt 
that having a common centre for archives would be helpful.  It was 
suggested that the SACBC would be the best body to orchestrate 
this, but we are uncertain about the way to p[roceed. It is important 
that we find a solution especially where Religious Congregations are 
diminishing to the extent that they soon will not be resident in South Old Convent, Klerksdorp—Now Rabbuni Centre 
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Africa. This is true for all the countries where we have ministered and are 
ministering. 

It was a great joy to be in Klerksdorp where our Sisters served for 60 years. 
I stood outside the chapel that still has the two windows of Dominic and 
Catherine, gazing out into the trees and the lawn before me and felt the 
beauty of the 60 years of dedicated service. It is worthwhile reading the 
chapter on Klerksdorp from ‘All for God’s People’ or from our website.  
The convent began in the main house which is about 120 years old and was 
built by Thomas Leask, a businessman who also started the stock 
exchange. In the 70s, all pupils joined Brothers College, while the Convent 
was turned into the retreat centre, which it is today.  

Sr Ann Wigley 

Thanksgiving Eucharist 

PPPP n 24 November 2018 Archbishop, Buti Tlhagale, offeried a special Mass for all deceased Bishops, Priests 
Deacons and Religious who have worked in the Johannesburg Archdiocese. 660 of our Sisters, i.e. ’King’ 

Dominicans, have contributed to the life and growth of this part of the Church.  

 

Our Lady of Fatima Nursing Home, Tralee, Ireland 

NNNN onday 8th October 2018 the Golden Jubilee of Our Lady of Fatima Nursing 
Home in Tralee, Ireland was celebrated; 80 guests drawn from the Board of 

Management, service providers, medical and nursing staff as well as members of the 
local clergy.  Among the guests were Sisters Ann Smith from South Africa, Margo 
Verspeek from Venlo and Mary Jo Müller from Switzerland. 

In 1967, Sr. Hilda Maloney had learned of the need for a Home for the elderly in Tralee.  
After much deliberation the property of Mr. J Latchford was bought.  Some 
refurbishment of the building was undertaken, and then the House was opened to house 
18 residents.  Sr. de Montfort Coyle was appointed the first Matron and Superior of the 
Community.   Much has changed since those days and we are now the owners of a 66-
bedded modern Nursing Home which is totally compliant with the demands of the Health 
Board.  

During these fifty years the community members have changed and eleven members have gone to their eternal rest.   

The aim of the Home has always been to promote and protect the quality of life and rights of the older person and to 
provide for the spiritual, social and intellectual needs of the Residents. We are more and more entrusting the 
management of the Home into the hands of the laity.  

The Mass of Thanksgiving was celebrated by Bishop Ray Browne with eight concelebrants. Bishop Ray spoke about 
the need for Hope in our everyday lives and the importance of the care and protection of the elderly in our society.    

This display of culinary delights was indeed another celebration.  Our guests, staff and residents, mingled with each 
other in the corridors enjoying one another’s company and the food. 

    


